MEARS ASHBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk




MINUTES ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, VICARAGE LANE ON MONDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7:30PM

	In Attendance: Cllr V Smith, Cllr T Graham, Cllr T Barnard, Cllr O Cooper, Cllr E Leaf, Cllr S Jeffery, Cllr K Price
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, M Spademan, C Malton



	112/26 – Opening Procedures
a) Apologies for Absence 
b) Declaration of Interests from members
c) Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 12 January 2026. 
	a) Apologies were received from NNC Cllr V Jessop
b) There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda item.
c) The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Monday 12 January 2026 were APPROVED

	113/26 – Public Time 
a) To receive comments from members of the public
	Members of the public raised concerns relating to the hedgerow at junction of Highfield Road and North Street (see minute 121/26 below)

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. Limited to 20 minutes. 
Individual contributions limited to 3 minutes

	114/26 – To receive Following Reports 
a) North Northampton Council Report
b) Police/Police Liaison Report
	a) NNC Cllr S Brown reported.
b) The meeting was referred to the Police crime report previously circulated. There was 1 threat criminal damage and 1 assault with injury during January. 

	115/26 – To receive the Parish Clerk Report
	There were no matters to report that are not covered by agenda items.

	116/26 – To consider planning matters.
a) to consider annual planning application report
b) Update on Green Hill Solar farm – SGHF joint letter
c) Consider changes to Village Design Statement
	a) 26/00045/HFUL – 9 Church Street. The council had no comment to make relating to this application.
b) The meeting was referred to the proposed joint parish councils’ letter of concern and objections to the GHSF. It was RESOLVED that, subject to amendment relating to role of parish councillors, the council would be joint signature to the letter.  
c) The meeting considered and reviewed the current Village Design Statement adopted in 2017 (copy available on website). ACTION Clerk to re-circulate to appropriate planning authorities and developers. It was RESOLVED that this document would be further reviewed in light of proposed changes to national and local planning changes 

	Annual Planning Report can be accessed at: https://www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk/planning/

	117/26 – Financial Matters
a) To receive and approve current accounts to end of January 2026
b) To confirm payments to be authorised











c) To receive internal control report 
	a) The accounts to the end January 2026 were APPROVED with a balance of £4,908.80 with no outstanding payments.
b) Subject to clarification relating to invoice from British Gas. The following payments were AUTHORISED:
	EDF
	DD
	Electricity
	£85.34

	Brit Gas
	T00389
	Electricity
	£57.91

	Parish Clerk
	T00390
	Salary 
	£372.36

	HMRC
	T00391
	PAYE
	£93.00

	S Garrett-Harvey
	T00392
	Maintenance (2199)
	£300.00

	Krystal Hosting
	T00393
	Web Hosting
	£12.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00394
	Expenses
	£50.83

	Ashby Computer
	T00395
	IT Support
	£144.00

	NNC
	T00396
	Election Fee
	£25.00

	
	
	total
	£1,140.44



c) The meeting received and NOTED the Internal Control Report for period October to December 2025 (see appendix C)

	118/26 – To receive correspondence and communications. 

	The meeting was referred to communication from Cllr Smith to NNC Cllrs of the environmental hazard in Bakehouse Lane relating to diesel on the road. Cllr Scott advised he was making enquiries on this matter

	119/26 – To consider Greenway & Quiet Lanes application  

	The meeting was referred to the previously circulated information from NNC Project Officer, Lucy Hawes. It was RESOLVED that the council support and make application for both the Greenway and Quiet Lanes designation.  

	120/26 – To consider Highways and Footpath matters
a) NNC Transport Scheme Consultation 
	a) NNC Cllr S Brown provided a link for information relating to the NNC Transport Policy (appendix B)

	121/26 – To consider village maintenance issues
a) Hedge Cutting Wellingborough Road 
	a) ACTION NNC Cllr Brown to enquire as to owner of field alongside hedgerow. ACTION Chairman & Clerk to carry out site visit along with neighbour in order to ascertain work required.  

	122/26 - To consider Environmental issues
a)  NCALC Climate & Nature Champion Scheme
	a) Cllr Smith advised that unfortunately she will be unable to attend the next CAN Champion meeting. ACTION Clerk to deputise. It was suggested that this role may be better filled by someone from Mears Ashby Society.


	The Meeting closed at 8.30pm



	Signed……………………………………………….		Dated…………………………………………………
		
Appendix A – NNC Cllr S Brown Report

General update:
Political – Cllr Jennie Bone (Higham Ferrers), has left the Conservative Group and joined Reform.
Budget – Now largely progressed as expected and as I have reported within the last few months.
£431 million budget.
4.99% Council tax increase.
Savings and efficiencies around £26 million targeted.
 Town Centre Regeneration – Executive discussed plans to develop a masterplan for Wellingborough town centre as the first priority following a review of Town Centres, with potential future phases for other towns.
 Local Government Association Peer Review -Positive feedback, noting “particularly impressive” progress in service improvements.
 The Council is promoting apprenticeships, with 130 active across the Council and Schools along with collaborations with local colleges.
 Grants:
Ward Empowerment Fund – Funding now exhausted, however will begin again in April 2026. Please consider speaking to your ward councillors should you have any project which benefits the community and could use a little help with funding.
 No other grants are currently open via NNC.
 Consultations:
Gating Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) - Hillside, Little Harrowden, Wellingborough – Closes 1st March 2026 Empty Homes Strategy – Closes 1st March 2026 Community Governance Review – Closes 12th March 2026


Appendix B – Transport Policy Link – 
 https://www.mearsashby.org.uk:2096/cpsess7664559765/3rdparty/roundcube/?_task=mail&_action=get&_mbox=INBOX&_uid=2130&_token=MPi0FnkT21kOqbKoa6Fto6HPuRxVanmq&_part=2



	Appendix C – Internal Control Report
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      MINUTES   ORDINARY   PARISH COUNCIL   MEETING   TO BE  H ELD  AT THE VILLAGE HALL, VICARAGE LANE  ON  MONDAY  9 FEBR UARY 2026   AT  7 :30 PM    

In Attendance:  Cllr V Smith, Cllr T Graham, Cllr T Barnard, Cllr  O Cooper, Cllr E Leaf, Cllr S Jeffery, Cllr K Price  Also, in Attendance:  M Billingham Clerk ,  M Spademan, C Ma lton  

 

1 12 /2 6   –   Opening Procedures   a)   Apologies for Absence    b)   Declaration of Interests from members   c)   Approval of the Minutes of the  O rdinary   Parish Council Meeting held  on  Monday   12 January 2026 .    a)   Apologies were received from NNC Cllr V Jessop   b)   There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda  item.   c)   The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on  Monday 12 January 2026 were  APPROVE D  

1 13 /26   –   Public Time    a)   To receive comments from members  of the public  Members of the public raised concerns relating to the  hedgerow at junction of Highfield Road and North Street   (see  minute 121/26 below)  

Members of the public are invited to address the council. Limited to 20 minutes .     I ndividual contributions limited to 3 minutes  

114/26  –   To receive Following Reports    a)   North Northampton Council Report   b)   Police/Police Liaison Report  a)   NNC Cllr S Brown reported.   b)   The meeting was   referred to the Police crime report  previously circulated. There was  1 threat   criminal damage  and 1 assault with injury during January.   

115/26   –   To receive the Parish Clerk  Report  There were no matters to report that are not covered by  agenda  items.  

116/26   –   To consider  planning matters.   a)   to consider annual  planning application  report   b)   Update on Green Hill  Solar farm  –   SGHF  joint letter   c)   Consider changes to  Village Design  Statement  a)   26/00045/HFUL  –   9 Church Street . The council had no comment to make  relating to this  application.   b)   The meeting was referred to the proposed joint parish  councils’   letter of  concern and objections   to the GHSF. It was  RESOLVED  that, subject to  amendment relating to role of parish councillors, the council would be joint  signature to the letter.     c)   The meeting considered and reviewed the current Village Design Statement   adopted in 2017 (copy available on website).  ACTION   Clerk to re - circulate to  appropriate planning authorities and developers. It was  RESOLVED   that this  document would be further reviewed in light of proposed changes to  national and local planning changes   

Annual Planning Report can be accessed at :  https://www.mearsashby - pc.gov.uk/planning/  

117/26  –   Financial Matters   a)   To receive and approve current accounts  to end of January 2026   b)   To confirm payments to be authorised                        a)   The accounts to the end January 2026 were  APPROVED   with a balance of £4,908.80 with no outstanding  payments.   b)   Subject to clarification relating to invoice from British Gas.  The following payments were  AUTHORISED:  

EDF  DD  Electricity  £85.34  

Brit Gas  T00389  Electricity  £57.91  

Parish Clerk  T00390  Salary   £372.36  

HMRC  T00391  PAYE  £93.00  

S Garrett - Harvey  T00392  Maintenance (2199)  £300.00  

Krystal Hosting  T00393  Web Hosting  £12.00  

Parish Clerk  T00394  Expenses  £50.83  

Ashby Computer  T00395  IT Support  £144.00  

NNC  T00396  Election Fee  £25.00  

  total  £1,140.44  
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