MEARS ASHBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk




 	MINUTES ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, VICARAGE LANE ON MONDAY 12 JANUARY 2026 AT 7:30PM

	In Attendance: Cllr V Smith, Cllr T Graham, Cllr T Barnard, Cllr O Cooper, Cllr S Jeffery, Cllr E Leaf, Cllr K Price
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, L Hawes NNC, N Frampton SGHSF



	101/26 – Opening Procedures
a) Apologies for Absence 
b) Declaration of Interests from members
c) Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 8 December 2025. 
	a) Apologies were received from NNC Cllr Jessop. 
b) There were no declaration of interests relating to the agenda items.
c) The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Monday 8 December 2025 were APPROVED 

	102/26 – Public Time 
a) To receive comments from members of the public
	Nick Frampton raised concerns expressed by residents relating to two large dogs causing noise nuisance and launching at gates frightening children going to school. ACTION NNC Cllr Brown to enquire and advise.

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. Limited to 20 minutes with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes

	103/26 – To receive following reports: 
      a)   North Northamptonshire Council Representatives
      b)   Police/Police Liaison Report
      c)    Report on NNC Greenway – Lucy Hawes Project Officer
	 a) NNC Cllr Brown provided a report.  A major road update at Earls Barton £434mil budget ongoing problem with planning being addressed will have to introduce appointment system at recycling centres, small membership grants (see Appendix A) 
b) The meeting was referred to the police report, previously circulated. One public order (road rage) and one burglary (Beckworths) reported during December 2025
c) NNC Project Officer Lucy Hawes addressed the meeting with an explanation relating to the NNC Greenway – Cycling and Walking policy (See appendix B) ACTION this matter and details of application for quiet lane to be added to agenda for next meeting, along with review of Village Design Statement.

	104/26 – To receive the Parish Clerk Report
a) 
	There were no matters to report that are not covered by the agenda.

	105/26 – To consider planning matters.
a) to consider annual planning application report
b) Update on Green Hill Solar farm
	a) 25/01754/HFUL- 11 Manor Road; Single Storey rear extension. The council had no objection to this application subject to any near neighbour concerns be addressed. 
b) The meeting was referred to response from the Planning Inspectorate and to notification of further consultation meetings with the Planning Inspectorate on 10,11,12 March. N Frampton on behalf of SGHSF, was pleased that planning inspectorate have asked for these meetings. Important that people attend and express their concerns. 


	Annual Planning Report can be accessed at: https://www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk/planning/ 

	106/26 – Financial Matters
a) To receive and approve current accounts to end of December 2025 
b) To confirm payments to be authorised









c) To complete Precept Application 2026/2027
	a) The accounts to the end of December 25 were APPROVED with a balance of £6,519.59 with no outstanding payments.
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED.
	EDF
	DD
	Electricity
	£59.89

	Parish Clerk
	T00383
	Salary 
	£372.36

	HMRC
	T00384
	PAYE
	£93.00

	Eon
	T00385
	Electricity
	£198.00

	S Garret Hervey
	T00386
	maintenance
	£300.00

	VALDA
	DD
	Electricity
	£93.78

	MA Village Hall
	T00387
	Hall rent & Electricity
	£350.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00388
	Expenses
	£51.50

	
	
	total
	£1,518.53



c) The clerk referred the meeting to the completed precept form confirming the amount for 2026/2027 being £21,000 which was APPROVED

	107/26 – To receive correspondence and communications. 
a) Service Six – NNC Mental Health
	The Meeting was referred to the communication, previously circulated, regarding Service Six – Mental Health support charity. ACTION to be posted on website and submitted to Village Life 

	108/26 – To consider and Determine Councillor Roles and Responsibilities

	The meeting considered and made alterations to the councillor roles and responsibilities (see appendix C). ACTION Clerk to enquire regarding change of representatives Town Estates Charity.

	109/26 – To consider Highways and Footpath matters

	There were no further matters to consider

	110/26 – To consider village maintenance issues
 
	There were no matters to consider

	111/26 - To consider Environmental issues
a)  NCALC Climate & Nature Champion Scheme
	There were no matters to consider 


	
        Meeting Closed 8.50pm



Signed………………………………………………………….		Dated…………………………………………………………

	Appendix A – NNC Cllr S Brown Report

	. Major Local Infrastructure Project – White Mills Bridge Upgrade
The biggest piece of news right now for Earls Barton is the essential upgrade to White Mills Bridge (between Grendon Road and Station Road).
•  Works are due to start today (12/01/2026)
•  This is a full bridge deck replacement to make the structure safer and more resilient for decades to come.
•  The project is part-funded by a Department for Transport grant and will be carried out in partnership with Kier.
•  The road will be fully closed for safety reasons during the works (expected to finish in summer 2026), and pedestrian access across the bridge won't be available. Signed diversion routes will be in place.
•  I know this will cause some disruption, but it's a vital investment in our local highways network. The team is working hard to minimise inconvenience where possible.
More details, including diversion maps, are available on the council's highways pages. If you have any questions about how this might affect you, please do let me know tonight or get in touch afterwards.

2. Budget and Council Tax – 2026/27 Proposals
The council is currently consulting on its draft budget for the next financial year (2026/27), which will be finalised in February.
•  The proposed net revenue budget is around £431 million to deliver essential services like adult and children's care, waste collection, highways maintenance, housing support, and more.
•  To help address rising costs, inflation, and demand pressures, the council is proposing the maximum allowed 4.99% increase in its share of council tax (including the 2% adult social care precept). This would mean an extra £91.17 per year (about £1.75 per week) for a typical Band D property, taking the NNC portion to £1,918.23 (this doesn't include parish, police, or fire precepts).
•  The consultation is open until 23 January 2026 – your views really matter and will help shape the final plans. You can have your say online at the council's Citizen Space page (northnorthants.citizenspace.com/cet/budget-2026-27/) or in writing.
The aim is to protect frontline services while managing a very challenging national financial picture.

3. Other Recent Council Updates
•  Planning improvements — A new transformation programme (announced this month) is underway to make planning records more accessible to the public, boost productivity, and deliver savings.
•  Taxi/private hire licensing — Following consultation, the council's Licensing Committee will decide on harmonised fees and charges on 20 January 2026, with any changes taking effect shortly after.
•  Other services — Ongoing work includes potential future changes to household waste recycling centres (to be consulted on later), plus continued investment in highways across the area (with over £135m planned in the capital programme over the next four years).
•  Grants — currently the only grant available via NNC is the award Empowerment Fund. An allocated pot of money aimed at small community-based projects. Please contact myself (Scott.brown@northnorthants.gov.uk) or my colleague Cllr Vicki Jessop (Vicki.jessop@northnorthants.gov.uk) for further information if you feel your local group could benefit.

North Northamptonshire Council continues to focus on delivering value for residents despite ongoing pressures. If there's anything specific, you'd like more detail on — whether it's - highways, planning applications, waste, or anything else I’m happy to follow up or chase answers for you.


Appendix B – NNC Greenway – Lucy Hawes

Thinking about what Councillor Graham said about if you should 2opt” for one route, I believe it is better for you to minute/state something like “Mears Ashby Parish Council supports the North Northamptonshire Greenway and would like to be part of the network either on the Wellingborough to Northampton or Kettering to Northampton route. We prioritise making a safe connection to Earls Barton as our nearest service centre and will endeavour to work with landowners, North Northamptonshire Council, our community, local businesses, heritage attractions to try and find a solution. We are open to looking at our surrounding area to create off -road accessible routes for our community and our neighbours” – something along those lines helps cover all bases.
I suggest that the village do a community consultation which covers all things and I will find out who is the Safer and Stronger Communities Liaison Officer for you so they can help you with this, and I will help with the active travel side of things.
I am happy to attend a coffee morning, and I would suggest that someone from Mears Ashby becomes one of our Greenway Champions so that they get all the news/ invites to new routes etc. I have attached the form- someone needs to agree and sign it.
I will also talk to our Greenway elected member Board and see if any of them know any of the landowners.
I look forward to working with you. It’ll take time but it needs to be on everyone’s radar.
Also, complete the form from the Local Transport Grant about routes to get you on the list.
 
9.6 Quiet Lanes
Although there are currently no Quiet Lanes in North Northamptonshire, they may be designated under the Quiet Lanes and Home Zones (England) Regulations 2006 and are aimed at promoting walking, cycling, and horse riding on minor rural roads.
These are typically single track, very rural, unclassified roads, however any road can be designated as a Quiet Lane, but only if it meets the statutory criteria and practical considerations set out in the regulations.
 	Key Requirements for Quiet Lane Designation are:
 Rural Character - The road must be rural in nature, though not necessarily in a remote area. Quiet Lanes are intended to preserve the character of minor rural roads and encourage shared use by walkers, cyclists, horse riders, and vehicles.
Traffic Volume - The road should carry less than 1,000 vehicles per day. This is a critical threshold; roads with higher volumes are generally unsuitable.
Traffic Speed - The 85th percentile speed should be below 35 mph. If speeds are higher, additional calming measures may be needed before designation.
Suitability for Shared Use - Quiet Lanes are designed for mixed use by vulnerable road users and vehicles. Narrow, single-track roads are most suitable, but wider roads can be considered if traffic is light and speeds are low.
Community Involvement & Consultation - Designation requires extensive community engagement / formal consultation and must comply with a statutory Traffic Regulation Order process with signage required under TSRGD 2016 (diagram 877).
No Enforceable Restrictions - Designation does not ban vehicles or impose mandatory speed limits by itself. It relies on signage, the environment and nature of the road and driver behaviour change.
Any proposals must not conflict with duties under the Traffic Management Act and must preserve essential access and emergency service routes.
 Given their limited enforceability and modest measurable benefits, the Council will only consider initiating new Quiet Lane schemes if there is a compelling case for their introduction.


Appendix C – Councillor Roles & Responsibilities 

	Cllr Vicky Smith – Chairman
	· Village Life
· CAM Champion
	

	Cllr Tim Graham – 
Vice Chairman
	· Environment
· Town Estates
· Poors Close Charity
	· Sarah Kinloch Charity
· Mears Ashby Society 

	Cllr Kath Price

	· Parking Issues
	· Village Hall
· Police Liaison Coordinator


	Cllr Owen Cooper
	· Highways
· Grit Bins
· Mobile Speed Sign
	· Footpath Warden


	Cllr Stuart Jeffery
	· Community Assets

	

	Cllr Tim Barnard

	· Defibrillator
· Internal Control Councillor 
	

	Cllr Edward Leaf

	· Poors Close Charity
	

	Mr Mike Billingham –
Parish Clerk
	· Website
	Proper Officer/Finance Officer



Non-Parish Council Members
	 James Bellamy
	Poors Close Charity

	Mr Tony Watts & Mr David Callis
	Town Estates Charity

	Northamptonshire Association of Local Councils (NCALC)
	General Data Protection Officer 

	 John Evans, John Stamp, Laura Cooper
(Barrie Macey Bookings)
	Village Hall (VH)





1
Sig/Init………….

Sig/Init … … … … .  
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