MEARS ASHBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk




MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, VICARAGE LANE ON MONDAY 9 March 2026 AT 7:30PM

	In Attendance: Cllr V Smith, Cllr T Graham, Cllr T Barnard, Cllr E Leaf, Cllr K Price
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, Nick Frampton SGHSF 


attended OL conference two new fire stages. 
	123/26 – Opening Procedures
a) Apologies for Absence 
b) Declaration of Interests from members
c) Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 9 February 2026. 
	a) Apologies were received from Cllr O Cooper, Cllr S Jeffery, NNC Cllrs S Bown & V Jessop
b) There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda items.
c) The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Monday 9 February 2026 were APPROVED

	124/26 – Public Time 
a) To receive comments from members of the public
	Nick Frampton spoke on SGHSF (see Minute 127/26 (b) below)

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. Limited to 20 minutes. 
Individual contributions limited to 3 minutes

	125/26 – To receive Following Reports 
a) North Northampton Council Report
b) Police/Police Liaison Report
	a) There was no report received from NNC Councillors 
b) Clerk was awaiting crime report for February. Cllr Price attended annual conference with Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner.  Two new fire station being built.  Budget £203mil will fund additional officers. Need for replacement of fire engines 
Note: Police crime report February - 1 x shoplifting @ Beckworth Emporium

	126/26 – To receive the Parish Clerk Report

	There were no matters to report that are not covered by agenda items

	127/26 – To consider planning matters.
a) to consider annual planning application report
b) Update on Green Hill Solar farm – Approval of non-material changes
	a) 26/00259/HFUL & 00260/LBC -MA Hall 22 Wilby Road –The parish council have no comment to make relating to this application subject to approval by the Conservation Officer. 26/00141/FUL 3 Nursery Court. The council has no comment to make other than any concerns by near neighbours being taken into account.
b) It was noted that the additional land application for GHSF had been approved as being non-material. Nick Frampton SGHSF advise that final round of public examination period ends 10 April decision will take up to three months. Fundraising ongoing. £40,000 short of target. Holding grand draw across villages to raise finances. Cllr Graham will be attending last public meeting to speak on after Commissioning of site.


	Annual Planning Report can be accessed at: https://www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk/planning/

	128/26 – Financial Matters
a) To receive and approve current accounts to end of February 2026



b) To confirm payments to be authorised

	a) The accounts to the end of February 2026 were APPROVED with a balance of £3,386.59 with one outstanding payment of £12. The Clerk advised the meeting that had now claimed and received a VAT refund of £2,228.94 increasing the current balance to £5,826.12
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED
	EDF 
	DD
	Maintenance
	£77.15

	Valda Energy
	DD
	Electricity
	£153.60

	Valda Energy
	DD
	Electricity
	£73.81

	Parish Clerk
	T00397
	Salary 
	£372.36

	HMRC
	T00398
	PAYE
	£93.00

	S Garrett-Harvey
	T00399
	maintenance (2251)
	£300.00

	EDF 
	DD
	Electricity (Church)
	£98.32

	NCALC
	T00400
	Training
	£42.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00401
	Expenses
	£67.75

	
	
	
	

	
	
	total
	£1,277.99




	129/26 – To receive correspondence and communications. 

	Notice of road closure has been added to website Paddock Lane. 8 to 10 April 2026. 
ACTION Clerk to write to John Evans to advise of Village Hall week.
The meeting was advised of concern expressed relating to pole that had been installed in Wilby Road to mount SAS.  speed sign data to be produced. Having little effect on traffic speeds. ACTION production and distribution of data reports from SAS to be considered at next council meeting.

	130/26 – Update on Greenway & Quiet Lanes application  

	The meeting was referred to the completed application for Glebe Road to be designated as a ‘Quiet Lane’. There is likely to be cost to the parish council of £1,000 if granted.

	131/26 – To consider Highways and Footpath matters

	Question was raised regarding the installation of an additional litter bin at the school. ACTION NNC Cllr Brown to be requested to provide update.

	132/26 – To consider village maintenance issues
a) Hedge Cutting Wellingborough Road – Response from NNC Highways
	a) The meeting was referred to the response received from NNC Highways regarding the hedgerow along Wellingborough Road. NNC Cllr Brown was going to establish ownership of nearby field.


	133/26 - To consider Environmental issues
a)  NCALC Climate & Nature Champion Scheme
	There were no matters to consider


	Meeting closed 8.30 
	

	


	SIGNED……………………………………………………		DATED……………………………………………………..

Appendix A – NNC Cllr Jessop Report

NNC Report from Cllr Vicki Jessop – March 2026 
Transport: 
Reporting a defect - use the HORT (Highways Online Reporting Tool) North Northamptonshire Council FixMyStreet Don’t use the third party Fix My Street app/link.
Call immediately in an emergency for flooding, fallen branches or trees, or sinkholes so it can be investigated immediately:0300 126 3000 – 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. 01604 651074 – Outside of office hours. See link for planned works for Planned works.

Community Hubs:
Our Customer Service outreach hubs are designed to make support more Customer service outreach hubs providing in-person advice on services such as housing, adaptions, waste and recycling and adult social care are at six locations see: Customer Services Outreach 

Children: 
Corporate Parenting Strategy approved and Children’s Trust Annual and Business Plans 25/26 approved.
We will share updates when the consultation opens, including how and where you can help

Adults: 
CQC inspection - advised of requires improvement. Setting out there were delays for assessments and reviews and unplanned respite for carers to respond to emergency situations. Positives were comprehensive assessments and the council’s support to help people live independently in their own homes 

Housing:
Landlords Forum – a free event for landlords offering practical advice, updates and guidance on the Renters Rights Act 7pm to 9pm on Monday 23 March in the Council Chamber at The Cube in Corby.  Booking - North Northamptonshire Council's Landlord Forum Tickets, Mon 23 Mar 2026 at 19:00 | Eventbrite. Social Housing Regulator- graded the housing stock provision as C2, noting improvements are already underway but it is too early to evidence their sustained impact such as ensuring all homes meet the Decent Homes Standard and improving the responsiveness of non-emergency repairs.

Food Waste:
The roll out will be late summer. In the month before collections start a food waste pack containing a 23-litre green collection container for outdoor use and a 5-litre silver kitchen caddy for indoor use will be delivered.
This will be a weekly food waste collection service. Each week on the same day as the general waste and recycling bin is emptied
Food waste will be collected at a different time on a separate, dedicated vehicle. There will be no additional cost to residents for this service.

I will keep you updated on NNC matters and any queries on the above or council services contact myself vicki.jessop@northnorthants.gov.uk or my colleague Cllr Scott Brown scott.brown@northnorthants.gov.uk



1
Sig/Init…………

Sig/Init … … … …  

1 
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In Attendance:  Cllr V Smith, Cllr T Graham, Cllr T  Barnard, Cllr E Leaf, Cllr K Price  Also, in Attendance:  M Billingham Clerk,  Nick   Frampton SGHSF    

attended OL conference two new fire  stages.    

1 23 /2 6   –   Opening Procedures   a)   Apologies for Absence    b)   Declaration of Interests from members   c)   Approval of the Minutes of the  O rdinary   Parish Council Meeting held on  Monday   9  February   2026 .    a)   Apologies were received from Cllr O Cooper ,  Cllr S  Jeffery, NNC Cllrs S Bown & V Jessop   b)   There were no declaration of interests relating to  agenda items.   c)   The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on  Monday 9 February 2026 were  APPROVED  
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Members of the public are invited to address the council. Limited to 20 minutes .     I ndividual contributions limited to 3 minutes  
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Annual Planning Report can be accessed at :  https://www.mearsashby - pc.gov.uk/planning/  
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