MEARS ASHBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk




MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, VICARAGE LANE ON MONDAY 13 April 2026 AT 7:30PM

	In Attendance: Cllr T Graham, Cllr T Barnard, Cllr E Leaf, Cllr O Cooper, Cllr S Jeffery, Cllr K Price
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, NNC Cllr S Brown, N Frampton SGHSF



	134/26 – Opening Procedures
a) Apologies for Absence 
b) Declaration of Interests from members
c) Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 9 March 2026. 
	a) Apologies were received from Cllr V Smith, NNC Cllr V Jessop.
b) There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda items.
c) The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Monday 9 March 2026 were APPROVED

	135/26 – Public Time 
a) To receive comments from members of the public
	

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. Limited to 20 minutes. 
Individual contributions limited to 3 minutes

	136/26 – To receive Following Reports 
a) North Northampton Council Report
b) Police/Police Liaison Report
	a) NNC Cllr Scott Brown reported (see Appendix A) Concern expressed regarding fly tipping on private land. Advised that a grant is available to clear it. ACTION clerk to forward contact details
b) The meeting was referred to the Police Crime report for March. 1 x harassment, 3 x possession of cannabis (stop & search vehicle). There was no Police Liaison Report

	 137/26 – To receive the Parish Clerk Report
a) To Consider and determine date and Agenda for Annua Parish Meeting (Village Meeting)
	a) It was RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting (village meeting) will be held on Friday 29 May 2026 subject to room availability. ACTION Clerk to produce draft agenda

	138/26 – To consider planning matters.
a) to consider annual planning application report
	a) There were no planning applications to consider, having one application been withdrawn.

	Annual Planning Report can be accessed at: https://www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk/planning/

	139/26 – Financial Matters
a) To receive and approve current accounts to end of March and the end of the financial year 2025/2026
b) To confirm payments to be authorised







c) To consider and determine request from SGHSF for grant funding













d) To receive and note Internal Control Report
	a) The Accounts to the end of March and the end of the financial year 2025/2026 were APPROVED with a closing balance of £4,722.26 and no outstanding payments.
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED 
	Valda Energy
	DD
	Electricity
	£121.83

	Curtis Website
	T00402
	Website & Emails
	£200.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00403
	Salary
	£372.36

	HMRC
	T00404
	PAYE
	£93.00

	NCALC
	T00405
	Membership
	£688.56

	edf
	DD
	Electricity (Church)
	£83.14

	S Garrett-Harvey
	T00406
	Maintenance (2288)
	£300.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00407
	Expenses
	£51.50

	
	
	total
	£1,910.39



c) The meeting was referred to the request, previously circulated, from SGHSF for a grant to assist them with some funding which was considered and discussed. Nick Frampton provided information relating to SGHSF finance £8,141 currently in bank. So far spent £42,000 on professional fees (legal, planning, specialists). Crowd funding so far raised £15,000. Planned super prize draw in June across 8 villages. The council expressed its thanks to Nick and SGHSF for the excellent advice and guidance that they have provided in formulating the council’s formal consultation responses which was greatly appreciated. It was RESOLVED that the council provide a grant of £1,000. It was further noted that the council would expect full transparency, including details of money spent and raised if considering any further requests. It would also be helpful if GHSF constitution was to provide that, in the event of surplus funds, parish councils should receive a pro-rata refund of grants made.
d) The Internal Control Report for the period January to March 2026 was received and noted. (see Appendix B)

	140/26 – To receive correspondence and communications. 

	Notification had been received advising that PKF Littlejohn had been appointed as the external Auditor, along with Tina Charteress as the Internal Auditor for the 2025/2026 financial year accounts 

	141/26 – Data Reports from Speed Activated Sign   

	The meeting was reminded of the requirement to produce and distribute traffic data reports being a condition of the £3,990 community funding grant received to purchase the new SAS. ACTION Cllr Cooper advised that there was a problem in accessing this data and that he was seeking a meeting with SWARCO engineer to resolve this matter.

	142/26 – To consider Highways and Footpath matters

	There were no highways or footpath matters to consider.

	146/26 – To consider village maintenance issues
	There were no village maintenance matters to consider

	147/26 - To consider Environmental issues
a)  NCALC Climate & Nature Champion Scheme
	Question was raised as to whether we should encourage wildflowers on some areas of verges Cllr Graham to raise with MAS 


	Closed 8.35pm 


	Signature………………………………...				Dated…………………………………………

       Appendix A – NNC Report Apri 2026
       Highways:
At the Executive Council meeting on Tuesday 14 April a new framework on highway inspection maintenance and response will be discussed.
•            Repair times are changing for priority 4 from 190 days to 90 days to improve prevention. 
•            Looking to get right first-time repairs
•            Priority 1 response time adjusted to next day delivery from 24 hrs.
•            The current two-hour emergency response for urgent and high risks will be retained.
The Executive is also looking at a new Speed Management Policy which clarifies how speed limits are assessed, set and managed.
 	See link for planned works for Planned works
 Community:
      Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF) from April 2026 to March 2029
This new fund from the Department for Work and Pensions replaces the Household Support Fund and Discretionary Housing Payments with one three-year pot of money.  Executive are proposing to deliver as follows:
•            Crisis Payments – fast, cash-first help for urgent essential needs.
•            Housing Payments – support with rent shortfalls, deposits and essential tenancy costs (including administration).
•            Financial Resilience Services – income maximisation, debt and budgeting advice, energy support and tenancy sustainment pathways.
•            Community Coordination – Warm Spaces, assisted digital access and local voluntary, community and social enterprise co-ordinated wrap around support that widens access to a range of early help.
Funding for Households who rely on heating oil
Households who rely on heating oil will be distributed by local councils through the Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF). The funding will be targeted at low income and vulnerable households who use heating oil as their main source of heating, particularly in rural communities.
 	Children:
At Executive on 14 April the council is seeking agreement to recommission key education outreach and inclusion services that support schools in meeting SEND needs, as well as two Nurture Units that work with primary-aged pupils experiencing social, emotional, and mental health challenges.
 Housing:
Empty Homes – The Strategy went to Place and Environment Scrutiny Committee following consultation and will now go to Executive for final approval. The meeting heard that there were over 400 properties empty over 2 years.
Social Housing - At Executive on 14 April a decision to spend £18m over a four-year period to buy homes for social housing.
 Ward Empowerment Fund: At Executive on 14 April 2026 the 26/27 fund will be discussed that for a period of three months (May to July) on a reduced allocation of £68,000 (representing 50% of the budgeted fund).  Following this period the fund is being recommended to be withdrawn.
 
Consultations:
There are a number of consultations running including the draft Upper Nene Gravel Pits – Special protection area, https://northnorthants.citizenspace.com/planning/spa-guidance/

Appendix B – Internal Control Report
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      MINUTES OF THE   ORDINARY   PARISH COUNCIL   MEETING   H ELD  AT THE VILLAGE HALL, VICARAGE  LANE  ON  MONDAY  13 April   2026   AT  7 :30 PM    

In Attendance:  Cllr T Graham, Cllr T Barnard, Cllr E  Leaf, Cllr O Cooper, Cllr S Jeffery, Cllr K Price  Also, in Attendance:  M Billingham Clerk,  NNC Cllr  S Brown,  N  Frampton   SGHSF  

 

1 34 /2 6   –   Opening Procedures   a)   Apologies for Absence    b)   Declaration of Interests from members   c)   Approval of the Minutes of the  O rdinary   Parish Council Meeting held on  Monday   9  March   2026 .    a)   Apologies were received from Cllr V Smith, NNC Cllr V  Jessop.   b)   T h ere were no declaration of interests relating to  agenda items.   c)   The minutes of the ordinary council me e ting held on  Monday 9 March 2026 were  APPROVED  

1 35 /26   –   Public Time    a)   To receive comments from members of  the public   

Members of the public are invited to address the council. Limited to 20 minutes .     I ndividual contributions limited to 3 minutes  

1 36 /26  –   To receive Following  Reports    a)   North Northampton  Council Report   b)   Police/Police Liaison  Report  a)   NNC Cllr Scott Brown reported (see Appendix A)   Concern expressed  regarding fly tipping on private land. Advised that a g rant  is  available  to clear   it.  ACTION   clerk to forward contact details   b)   The meeting was referred to the Police Crime report for March. 1 x  harassment, 3 x possession of cannabis (stop & search vehicle). There  was no Police Liaison Report  

  1 37 /26   –   To receive the Parish Clerk Report   a)   To Consider and determine date and  Agenda for Annua Parish Meeting  (Village Meeting)  a)   It was RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting (village  meeting) will be held on  Friday 29 May 2026 subject to  room availability.   ACTION   Clerk to produce draft agenda  

1 38 /26   –   To consider planning matters.   a)   to consider annual planning application  report  a)   There were no  planning  applications to consider ,   having  one   application been withdrawn.  

Annual Planning Report can be accessed at :  https://www.mearsashby - pc.gov.uk/planning/  

1 39 /26  –   Financial Matters   a)   To receive and approve  current accounts to end of  March and the end of the  financial year 2025/2026   b)   To confirm payments to be  authorised                 c)   To consider and determine  request from SGHSF for  grant funding      a)   The Accounts to the end of March and the end of the financial year  2025/2026 were  APPROVED   with a closing balance of £ 4,722.26  and no outstanding payments .   b)   The following payments were  AUTHORISED    

Valda Energy  DD  Electricity  £121.83  

Curtis Website  T00402  Website & Emails  £200.00  

Parish Clerk  T00403  Salary  £372.36  

HMRC  T00404  PAYE  £93.00  

NCALC  T00405  Membership  £688.56  

edf  DD  Electricity (Church)  £83.14  

S Garrett - Harvey  T00406  Maintenance (2288)  £300.00  

Parish Clerk  T00407  Expenses  £51.50  

  total  £1,910.39  

  c)   The meeting was referred to the request , previously circulated,  from SGHSF fo r  a  grant   to assist them with some funding   which  was   considered and discussed .   Nick Frampton provided  information relating to SGHSF finance £8,141 currently in bank.  So far spent £42,000 on professional fees (legal, planning, 
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