MEARS ASHBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.mearsashby.org.uk




 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, VICARAGE LANE ON 
MONDAY 12 MAY 2025 AT 7:30PM

	In Attendance: Cllr V Smith, Cllr T Graham, Cllr R Brock, Cllr O Cooper 
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, R Gosnold



	001/25 – Election of Chairman
a) Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
	Cllr V Smith was ELECTED as Chairman for the ensuing year and confirmed and signed her acceptance of office.

	002/25 – Election of Vice Chairman

	Cllr T Graham was ELECTED Vice Chairman for the ensuing year and confirmed and signed his acceptance of office.

	003/25 – Apologies

	Apologies were received from Cllr T Barnard, Cllr S Jeffery, Cllr R Gray, NNC S Brown, NNC Cllr V Jessop

	004/25 – Approval of minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 14 April 2025

	The minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 14 April 2025 were APPROVED

	005/25 – Election of all councillors 
a) Declaration of acceptance of Office
b) Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests

	a) Following the outcome of the election held on 1 May 2025, all councillors present confirmed and signed their acceptance of office.
b) Councillors were reminded of the need to complete/renew their declaration of pecuniary interests. ACTION Clerk to recirculate document to all councillors.


	006/25 – Approve and/or Re-adopt following policies.
· Standing Orders (updated Version)
· Financial Regulations (updated version)
· Complaints Procedure
· Equal Opportunities Procedure
· Freedom of Information Act
· Governance Risk Assessment
· Health & Safety Policy
· Internal Controls Procedure
· Pre-Planning Application Procedure
· Governance Risk Assessment 
· Council Action Plan 2023/2024
· Communications Strategy 
· Members Code of Conduct
· Parish Council IT Policy
· To consider and determine Council Action Plan 2025-2026

	· The meeting was referred to the required changes, previously circulated, to both the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations which were APPROVED.
· The meeting was advised that there were no required updates for the other listed policies which were all RE-ADOPTED
· The matter of the Council Action Plan was DEFERRED to the next council meeting for further consideration. ACTION Clerk to circulate draft plan for consideration and determination at the next meeting.

 

	007/25 – Appointment of Groups
Financial Risk Assessment, Non- Financial Risk Assessment, Internal Audit Control Officer, Grants & Funding, website, 

	The meeting considered that, other than the Internal Control and website, these groups were the responsibility of the full council and accordingly determined appointment of groups as set out in appendix A. ACTION Clerk to amend historic agenda item to reflect agreed changes. 


	008/25– Appointment of Representatives                                                                                   Streetlights, Poors Close, Sarah Kinloch and Town Estates charities, Village Hall, Village Life Magazine, Mears Ashby Society, Litter Warden, Youth Club, Path Warden, Speed indicator sign, Defibrillator, Police Liaison co-ordinator
              
	The meeting considered and determined the appointment of representatives as set out in appendix A.
ACTION Clerk to amend historic agenda item to reflect agreed changes.




The ordinary parish council business to be transacted at the meeting is as follows:
	009/25 – Declaration of Interests from members 
 
	There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda items.

	010/25 – Public Time 
a) To receive comments from members of the public

	Ryan Gosnold addressed the meeting regarding Concerns over road safety issues at Duchess End (see minute 16/25 below. 

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. Limited to 20 minutes with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes

	011/25 – To receive following reports: 
a) North Northamptonshire Council Representatives
b) Police/Police Liaison Report

	a) The meeting was advised that following the election held on the 1 May 2025 Cllrs S Brown and V Jessop had been elected as the NNC Ward councillors. The meeting congratulated them on their election and looked forward to receiving their continued help and support.
b) The meeting was advised of planned conference   

	012/25 – To receive the Parish Clerk Report
a) Purchase of new laptop
	The Clerk confirmed that the replacement laptop agreed at the March 25 meeting (minute 503/25 (d) the new laptop had now been provided and set up by Ashby Computer Services.

	013/25 – To consider planning matters.
a) to consider annual planning application report
b) To consider any update on Green Hill Solar Farm
	a) There were no planning applications to be considered 
b) The meeting was advised of the response from Island Power to the chairman’s invitation to attend the annual parish meeting, offering to attend an alternative meeting in July. Confirmation of attendance had been received from stop the solar farm group

	014/25– Financial Matters
a) To receive and approve current accounts to end of April 2025
b) Payments to be Authorised
c) To receive and approve AGAR 2024-2025 Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement
d) To receive and approve AGAR 2024/2025 Section 2 – Accounting Statement
e) To receive and approve Certificate of Exemption – AGAR2024/25
f) to receive and note the Internal Auditors Report
g) To consider and determine the requirements for General Power of Competence 
An eligible council is one which has resolved to adopt the GPC, with at least two thirds of its members being declared elected and the Clerk must hold an appropriate qualification (Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012).
	a) The accounts to the end of April 2025 were APPROVED with a balance of £19,818.01
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED
c) The AGAR Section 1 Annual Governance Statement for 2024/2025 was APPROVED and signed by the chairman.
d) The AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statement for 2024/2025 was APPROVED and signed by the chairman.
e) The AGAR Certificate of Exemption 2024/2025 was APPROVED 
f) The Internal Auditors Report for 2024/2025 was NOTED 
g) It was CONFIRMED that having met the requirements the council was now eligible for the General Power of Competence going forward.



	015/25 – To receive correspondence and communications.

	There were no other correspondence or communications

	016/25 – To consider Highways & Footpath Matters
a) To consider concerns raised with parking issues Duchess End 

	a) The council was aware of parking concerns throughout the village and had previously sought police advice and guidance as well as distributing leaflets. ACTION clerk to write to NNC Ward Councillors Inviting them to undertake a joint site meeting regarding parking and white lining issues. 

	017/25 – To consider village maintenance issues

	There were no outstanding issues.

	018/25 – To consider environmental issues

	There were no current environmental issues.

	019/25 – To consider matters and agenda for Annual Parish Meeting Friday 16 May 2025

	The meeting considered and determined the final agenda for the annual parish meeting. ACTION Clerk to circulate to known group representatives and add to website.



		Meeting closed at 	8.45pm	



			
	Signed:	……………………………………………………		Dated:……………………………………………………



MEARS ASHBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.mearsashby.org.uk







Councillor Group Representatives         
	Cllr Vicky Smith – Chairman
	· Village Life
	


	Cllr Tim Graham – Vice Chairman
	· Environment
· Town Estates
· Poors Close Charity
	· Sarah Kinloch Charity
· Mears Ashby Society 

	Cllr Becky Brock
	· Environment
Parking Issues
	· Village Hall
· School

	Owen Cooper
	· Highways
· Grit Bins
· Mobile Speed Sign
	· Footpath Warden
· Police Liaison Coordinator 

	Stuart Jeffery
	· Community Assets

	

	Cllr Tim Barnard

	· Defibrillator
· Internal Control Councillor 
	

	Cllr Richard Gray

	· Poors Close Charity
	

	Mr Mike Billingham –
Parish Clerk
	· Website
	Proper Officer/Finance Officer



Non-Parish Council Members
	 James Bellamy
	Poors Close Charity

	Mr Tony Watts & Mr David Callis
	Town Estates Charity

	Northamptonshire Association of Local Councils (NCALC)
	General Data Protection Officer 

	 Barrie Macey
	Village Hall (VH)




For Further Information Please Contact the Parish Clerk	
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        MINUTES OF THE  ANNUAL  PARISH COUNCIL   MEETING   H ELD  AT THE VILLAGE HALL, VICARAGE LANE  ON    MONDAY   1 2   MAY   202 5   AT  7 :30 PM    

In Attendance:  Cllr V Smith, Cllr T Graham, Cllr R  Brock, Cllr O Cooper   Also, in Attendance:  M Billingham Clerk,  R  Gosnold  

 

001 /2 5   –   Election of Chair man   a)   Declaration of Acceptance of Office   Cllr V Smith was  ELECT E D   as Chairman for the  ensuing year   and confirmed   and signed   her  acceptance of office .  

002 /2 5   –   Election of Vice Chair man    Cllr T Graham was  ELECTED   Vice Chairman for the  ensuing year   and confirmed   and signed  his  acceptance of office .  

003/25   –   Apologies    Apologies were received from Cllr T Barnard, Cllr S  Jeffery,  Cllr R Gray,  NNC S Brown, NNC Cllr V Jessop  

004/25   –   Approval of minutes of the previous  meeting   held on Monday  14  April   202 5    The minutes of the previous meeting held on  Monday 14 April 2025 were  APPROVED  

005/25  –   Election   of all councillors    a)   Declaration of acceptance of  Office   b)   Disclosure of Pecuniary  Interests    a)   Following the outcome of the election held on 1 May 2025,  all councillors present confirmed  and signed  their  acceptance of office .   b)   Councillors were reminded of the need to complete/renew  their declaration of pecuniary interests.  ACTION   Clerk to  recirculate document to all councillors.    

00 6 /25   –   Approve and/or Re - a dopt following  policies .      Standing Orders   ( updated Version )      Financial Regulations   ( updated version )      Complaints Procedure      Equal Opportunities Procedure      Freedom of Information Act      Governance Risk Assessment      Health & Safety Policy      Internal Controls Procedure      Pre - Planning Application Procedure      Governance Risk Assessment       Council   Action Plan 2023/2024      Communications Strategy       Members Code of Conduct      Parish Council IT Policy      To consider and determine Council Action  Plan 2025 - 2026       The meeting was referred to the required  changes, previously circulated, to both the  Standing Orders and Financial Regulations  which were  APPROVED .      The meeting was advised that there were no  required updates for the other listed policies  which were all  RE - ADOPTED      The matter of the Council Action Plan was  DEFERRED  to the next council meeting for  further consideration.   ACTION Clerk to  circulate draft plan for consideration and  determination at the next meeting.        

00 7 /25   –   Appointment of Groups   Financial Risk Assessment, Non -   Financial Risk  Assessment ,  Internal Audit Control Officer,   Grants &  Funding, website ,     The meeting considered  that, other  t han the  Internal Control and website, these groups were  the responsibility of the full  council and   accordingly  determined  appointment of groups  as set out in 
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