MEARS ASHBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk




MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, VICARAGE LANE ON MONDAY 11 MAY 2026 AT 7:30PM

	In Attendance: Cllr V Smith, Cllr T Graham, Cllr E Leaf, Cllr S Jeffery, Cllr O Cooper, Cllr K Price
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, NNC Cllr V Jessop



	148/26 – Election of Chairman
a) Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
	Cllr V Smith was ELECTED as Chairman for the ensuing year. The declaration of acceptance of office was completed and signed by the chairman a witnessed by the proper officer.

	149/26 – Election of Vice Chairman

	Cllr Tim Graham was ELECTED as Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.

	150/26 – Apologies

	Apologies were received from Cllr T Barnard, NNC Cllr S Brown

	151/26 – Approval of minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 13 April 2026

	The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on the 13 April 2026 were APPROVED

	152/26 – Approve and/or Re-adopt following policies.
· Standing Orders 
· Financial Regulations 
· Complaints Procedure
· Equal Opportunities Procedure
· Freedom of Information Act
· Governance Risk Assessment
· Health & Safety Policy
· Internal Controls Procedure
· Pre-Planning Application Procedure
· Governance Risk Assessment 
· Communications Strategy 
· Members Code of Conduct
· Parish Council IT Policy – New Policy to be approved.
· To consider and determine Council Action Plan 2026-2027

	· All existing policies were RE-ADOPTED.
· The new Parish Council IT Policy was APPROVED. 
· The matter of the Council Action Plan for 2026/2027 was deferred for further consideration at the next council meeting. ACTION Clerk to submit draft proposal for consideration and determination.

	153/26 – Appointment of Groups
· Financial Risk Assessment, 
· Non- Financial Risk Assessment 
· Internal Audit Control Officer, 
· Grants & Funding, 
· website, 

	The following appointments of groups were APPROVED.
· Financial Risk Assessment – Full Council
· Nin Financial Risk Assessment – Full Council
· Internal Audit Control Officer – Cllr T Barnard
· Grants and Funding – Full Council 
· Website – Parish Clerk & Chairman


	154/26– Appointment of Representatives    
Poors Close -Sarah Kinloch - Town Estates charities -Village Hall - Village Life Magazine - Mears Ashby Society - Litter Warden - Footpath Warden - Speed indicator sign – Defibrillator - Police Liaison co-ordinator
	It was RESOLVED that Cllr Leaf would take on responsibility for Highways and Grit Bins. (see appendix A)



The ordinary parish council business to be transacted at the meeting is as follows:
	155/26 – Declaration of Interests from members 
 
	There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda items.

	156/26 – Public Time 
a) To receive comments from members of the public

	There were no members of the public in attendance

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. Limited to 20 minutes with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes

	157/26 – To receive following reports: 
a) North Northamptonshire Council Representatives
b) Police/Police Liaison Report

	a) NNC Cllr Vicki Jessop provided a report (see Appendix B) 
b) The Meeting was referred to the Police Crime report. 1 x theft of caravan from storage site. There was no update Police Liaison Report.

	158/26 – To receive the Parish Clerk Report
a) To confirm the requirements for General Power of Competence continuous to apply
An eligible council is one which has resolved to adopt the GPC, with at least two thirds of its members being declared elected and the Clerk must hold an appropriate qualification (Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012).

	a) It was confirmed that the council met the criteria for continued Power of Competence.

	159/26 – To consider planning matters.
a) to consider annual planning application report
b) To consider any update on Green Hill Solar Farm

	a) There were no planning applications to consider.
b) The meeting was referred to the letter of thanks received from SGSF for the council’s recent grant. ACTION Clerk to seek response from SGSF to constitution concerns previously raised by council relating to any surplus funds

	160/26– Financial Matters
a) To receive and approve current accounts to end of April 2026
b) Payments to be Authorised










c) To receive and approve AGAR 2025-2026 Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement
d) To receive and approve AGAR 2025/2026 Section 2 – Accounting Statement
e) To receive and approve Certificate of Exemption – AGAR2025/26
f) to receive and note the Internal Auditors Report
	a) The accounts to the end of April 2026 were APPROVED with a balance of £22,920.98. 
b) the following payments were AUTHORISED
	Amazon
	Card
	Folders & Dividers
	£15.93

	Amazon
	Card
	Dividers
	£6.99

	Valda Energy
	DD
	Electricity
	£113.99

	Parish Clerk
	T00408
	Salary
	£372.36

	HMRC
	T00409
	PAYE
	£93.00

	S Garrett Harvey
	T00410
	Maintenance (2337)
	£300.00

	eon
	T00411
	Maintenance
	£46.85

	eon
	T00412
	Maintenance
	£198.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00413
	Expenses
	£51.50

	
	
	
	

	
	
	total
	£1,198.62



c) The AGAR Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 was received and APPROVED.
d) The AGAR Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 were received and APPROVED.
e) The AGAR Certificate of Exemption 2025/26 was received and APPROVED.
f) The Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/2026 was received and NOTED.

	161/26 – To receive correspondence and communications.

	The meeting was referred to the OPFCC safety community fund monitoring form previously circulated. ACTION Clerk to make further enquiries on downloading data from new sign. ACTION Chairman to enquire with Wilby PC on downloading data from other sign.

	162/26 – To consider Highways & Footpath Matters

	It was noted that in addition to mounting pole on Wilby Road another pole has now been erected on Wellingborough Road. The meeting was reminded that initially the council had been quoted for two poles but decided to have just the single pole and only paid for the single pole.

	163/26 – To consider village maintenance issues

	The chairman advised of concerns received from resident of Tinkers Crescent regarding overgrown verge that is not being maintained. ACTION Clerk to enquire with maintenance contractor regarding including servicing of this verge

	164/26 – To consider environmental issues

	There were no environmental matters to consider

	165/26 – To consider matters and agenda for Annual Parish Meeting Friday 22 May 2025

	Due to the non-availability of some councillors the date for the Annual Parish Meeting (Village) has now been brought forward to Friday 22 May 2026. ACTION Clerk to circulate considered agenda. ACTION Chairman to enquire with possibility of the role of the CAN Champion being taken on by non-councillor.


		Meeting closed 8.35pm		




Signature……………………………………………………			Dated…………………………………………………

	
Appendix A
MEARS ASHBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk







Councillor Roles and Responsibilities       
  
	Cllr Vicky Smith – Chairman
	· Village Life
· CAN Champion
	

	Cllr Tim Graham – 
Vice Chairman
	· Environment
· Town Estates
· Poors Close Charity
	· Sarah Kinloch Charity
· Mears Ashby Society 

	Cllr Kath Price

	· Parking Issues
	· Village Hall
· Police Liaison Coordinator


	Cllr Owen Cooper
	· Mobile Speed Signs

	· Footpath Warden


	Cllr Stuart Jeffery
	· Community Assets

	

	Cllr Tim Barnard

	· Defibrillator
· Internal Control Councillor 
	

	Cllr Edward Leaf

	· Poors Close Charity
· Highways
· Grit Bins
	

	Mr Mike Billingham –
Parish Clerk
	· Website
	Proper Officer/Finance Officer



Non-Parish Council Members
	 James Bellamy
	Poors Close Charity

	Mr Tony Watts & Mr David Callis
Keith Barker Chairman, 
Joanne Jeffery Treasurer, 
Sarah Fairhurst Secretary.
	
Town Estates Charity

	Northamptonshire Association of Local Councils (NCALC)
	General Data Protection Officer 

	 John Evans, John Stamp, Laura Cooper
(Barrie Macey Bookings)
	Village Hall (VH)




For Further Information Please Contact the Parish Clerk

Revised 11 May 2026



Appendix B

Annual Report from NNC Ward Councillors – NNC Cllr Jessop

Council Corporate News 
North Northamptonshire Council is still a relatively new unitary authority, and over the last year there’s been a strong focus on improving how services are delivered after the transition from the former district/borough Councils.
It’s also worthwhile recognising that NNC has recently received external recognition for its work, with the authority being shortlisted for a number of local government awards, namely ‘Most Improved Council’ at the Local Government Chronicle Awards 2026. 
A local government association review in Oct 25 found that we are improving services for residents as well as how they are run. 
Earlier this year a new corporate plan was adopted which set priorities around families, communities, prosperity and delivering smarter faster and fairer public services.
An expression of interest was sent to Government in March 2026 to create a strategic foundation strategic authority with West Northamptonshire Council to attract funding from Devolution.
Health & Leisure
We’ve continued to invest in Leisure centres with some of the ’in house’ services such as Lodge Park Sports Centre in Corby gaining an excellent award for customer service, as well as investment in parks, public spaces, sports pitches and community wellbeing facilities across North Northamptonshire.  A greater focus has been placed on using leisure and cultural services to improve physical and mental health outcomes.
The management contract for leisure centres expires in 2027/28, and work is underway to explore future delivery options such as delivery in house or through a single contractor or a combination of both to ensure leisure services are financially sustainable and meet local community needs. 
Finance
Like every council nationally, finances remain challenging due to inflation, rising demand and reduced government funding. We had hoped that the governments new “fair funding” formula would look to rebalance this in our favour, however that hasn’t been the case, and we continue to be unfairly financed when compared to the largely urban or metropolitan council’s. Despite these challenges, NNC has set a balanced budget for the coming financial year, with a revenue budget of £432.5m alongside approximately £278m of capital investment over the next 4 years including investing over £135m into highways, £61m for continued investment into housing stock, £44m for investment into schools, £10m to support facilities for those with disabilities and £6m in improving digital infrastructure.
There are still some savings and efficiencies to be delivered through service transformation and digital improvements which we hope will come to fruition in the coming few years as well as an improvement in funding from business rates.
Assets, Waste & Environmental Service
We have had an increased attention on tackling fly-tipping and environmental enforcement. With response times improving and a few high-profile prosecutions.
The roll out of food waste will be completed around September of this year, meaning that waste services will finally be completely harmonised across North Northants. 
We’re seeing an increase in investment in council housing stock with 90% of all homes meeting the decent homes standard and an improvement plan in place to get to a C1 following the Regulator for Social Housing C2 grade earlier this year. Investment continues for public assets and EV charging infrastructure.
Children, Education & Families
Children’s services remain one of the biggest spending pressures, but the council has increased investment by around £6m+, with further planned investment into SEND provision and school capacity. 
A new Corporate Parenting Strategy was approved which sets out how the council aims to be best the extra parents’ it can be.
Approval by Government in June 2026 of a Local SEND Reform Plan will cover up to 90 per cent of the council’s historic High Needs‑related Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG).
Education expansion remains a key priority as communities continue to grow.
 Highways & Travel 
Roads are one of the biggest issues residents raise, but there has been significant investment committed to highways maintenance, pothole repairs and infrastructure improvements. With around £60m being allocated for medium term projects.
Isham Bypass is currently awaiting a verdict from central government, a decision was expected anytime now, however this has been delayed until June time. 
Work has also continued to expand walking and cycling infrastructure across the area – through projects such as the Greenway linking towns through a walk/cycle way, namely the Griffin way from Braybrooke to Market Harborough.
Planning & Economic Growth
NNC continues to see strong housing and commercial growth, with a specific focus on ensuring we get the balance of development and infrastructure needs correct.
A new Local Plan timetable will see the submission to Government by 2027/early 2028.
A transformation programme is now underway with the four legacy council’s planning databases have been consolidated into one system and greater investment in the team, which appears to now be working more efficiently and with a full quota of staff, something which has been tremendously difficult to do, given a national shortage of planning officers. The Planning team remains busy managing housing applications and enforcement actions.
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