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Minutes of The Mears Ashby Annual Parish Meeting held at 7:30 pm on Friday 22 May 2026 at Mears Ashby Village Hall

The business to be transacted at the meeting was as follows:

1. Mike Billingham Parish Clerk was APPROVED as the Minute Clerk for the meeting
2. The minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting held on Friday 16 May 2025 were APPROVED
3. Apologies were Received from - Cllr E Leaf, Cllr T Barnard, NNC Cllr S Brown, P Hall, J Evans, N Frampton 
Please Note that speakers are limited to a maximum of five minutes on their report.

4. Chairman’s report - Chairman Cllr Smith spoke on her report (appendix A)
5. North Northamptonshire Council Report - NNC Cllr Vicki Jessop spoke on her updated annual report (appendix B) 
6. Police report – No report received
7. Mears Ashby Charities report 
a) Town Estates Charity– David Callis provided a financial report (appendix c) 
b) Poors Close – James Bellamy reported that the charity owns a field on Glebe Road from which they derive limited funds. They are currently considering various options.
c) Sarah Kinloch – Tim Graham provided a report. Grants are made for educational costs, as well as regular donations to school. Working on fencing around field owned by charity. Grants for young people (including apprenticeships) £300 each (appendix D)
8. All Saints Church / PCC Report – Rev. Katrina Spoke on her report (appendix E) 
9. Village Hall report – The Chairman presented the report from John Evans (appendix F)
10. Mears Ashby Society report – Monica Spademan spoke on her report (appendix G ) Thanks were recorded for the excellent work carried out by MAS volunteers.
11. Neighbourhood Watch – There was no longer an active group operating in the village.  Its objectives were now largely provided by Northants Talking. The Chairman urged everyone to sign up to this online service.
12. Village Life Report – The Chairman spoke on the report from the editor Pat Hall (appendix H )
13. Allotments Report – No Report
14. Community Speed Watch Report  - There was no longer an active group. ACTION matter to be considered by parish council. The clerk reported on recent developments with the purchase of an additional speed activated sign that was being operated by Cllr Cooper along with the original sign that is shared with WPC. There had been some difficult in downloading data and producing reports but was hopeful that this had now been resolved.
15. Update from Green Hill Solar Farm – Representatives from GHSF had been invited to address the meeting but, regrettably, no response had been received from them
16. Update from Stop Green Hill Solar Farm – Nick Frampton on behalf of SGHSF had been invited to address the meeting but, regrettably, he was currently unwell. The Chairman spoke on the report received from Nick Frampton (appendix I) 
17. Questions from the Floor – A question was raised regarding the MAPC precept. The Chairman advised the meeting that for a number of years the council had avoided any increase in the precept. With rising costs however, and the need to replace certain equipment, council funds were now below the recommended reserve. The precept had therefore been increased this year in order to ensure a  balanced budget. Issues of village maintenance were raised, including Church Walk, Steps to Church, Sycamore Trees maintenance issues overhanging church. ACTION NNC Cllr Jessop will provide contact details for appropriate council departments and officers, These matter to be given further consideration by the parish.
18. Chairman’s closing statement – The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance as well as their ongoing help and support throughout the year.
19. Meeting closed 8.35

Appendix A – MAPC Chairmans Report – Cllr Vicky Smith
Brief intro: I am Vicky Smith. I live in Bakehouse Lane and am chairman of MAPC  and your chairman for this evening. Mike our PC clerk is taking the minutes. All in line with local government statute...

To  me to be living in Mears Ashby, especially in these tumultuous times, is a blessing. I can’t imagine anywhere in the world I’d feel happier…or safer.  Into the tapestry of village life is woven the characters who live here and who generously give their time to adding the colour and dimension we are all fortunate to enjoy.

From the administration of the allotments to yoga in the village hall -and everything in between -there is something for everyone. How fortunate we are to have our more traditional methods and our social media presence to publicise what’s going on. All this takes the time and effort of people to whom social cohesion and well being matters. As you might imagine I could launch into a long list of thanks.  I cant resist a few but each and everyone of you is so very much appreciated.

First and foremost my thanks go to the  6 residents who together with me make up the Mears Ashby Parish Council,  giving freely of their time to uphold local democracy.  It seems to have been yet another unremarkable year for MAPC: although in this current climate we really can’t take for granted the fact we have a full complement of competent councillors and a proficient clerk. Thanks also to our unitary councillors Scott Brown and Vicki Jessop and to our Stop Green Hill Solar representatives in the village Nick Frampton, Leslie Galloway and Kay Brown whose involvement and support has helped MAPC put together  very relevant and cogent representation at every opportunity along the GHS planning journey. Because we believe their guidance enabled the PC to comprehensively defend our rural idyll, members  voted in favour of a donation of £1000 to their cause, even though after years of prudence MAPC funds are not in a health state. Going forward councillors  will be exercising their obligation to build up these reserves. It makes sense to me to ensure there are adequate reserves to fund whatever might be round the next corner and beyond. As many of you will know – and may have made your own donations to the SGHS campaign - the Planning Inspectorate decision is due over the summer followed by a period of collected ‘breath -holding’ whilst we wait to hear the final verdict on this NSIP and our future from Ed Milliband MP, the Secretary of State for Energy. Date-check for your diary: SGHS fun day 7th June in Grendon. Make sure you have your raffle tickets at the ready. There are some great prizes to be won.

Green Hill Solar planning proposal may have  taken up a considerable amount of time and energy for yet another year of our lives, but rest assured the PC has carried on with business-as -usual. The streetlights have been kept shining, the verges have been mowed, planning applications have had a watchful eye kept on them, time and energy and grant funds have been secured and invested in the slowing down of the traffic and replacement of the defibrillator .  Something A LITTLE MORE UNUSAL of which you may not be aware: MAPC has applied for Glebe Road to become a ‘Quiet Lane’. It’s at an early stage and when any positive progress has been made on this we will share more about it.

I have to mention for the second time this evening, the PC clerk Mr Mike Billingham,  without whose knowledge and dedication the whole survival of the PC would be much more difficult. Thank you Mike.

A word of appreciation to you for joining us this evening. And thanks for turning up and supporting initiatives in the village – without your support they couldn’t and most likely wouldn’t happen. 

Moving on: You are about to hear how other associations and charities in the village sum up their year. These unsung heroes deserve our acknowledgement and gratitude too.

The meeting will conclude with questions from the floor in respect of any issue affecting village life anyone wishes to raise.  I am eager to hear what you have to say. Just to say…you don’t have to wait until the annual parish meeting. The PC meets once a month in the village hall (second Monday 7.30pm) and is always pleased to hear from you then in person or at any time by e-mail to: clerk@mearsashby-pc.gov.uk
So I’ll sign off for now – with an appeal for a very special volunteer – this time to act as a Climate and Nature Champion for Mears Ashby. There is a developing initiative driven by the Northamptonshire branch of National Association of Local Councils  and currently I am filling this role. I would really like to hand it on to someone with more energy and fire in their belly for leading our community on the journey and inspiring it to adapt to climate change and overcome environmental injustice.  NCALC host regular support meetings for champions around the county (last week 48 people attended on line) and a description of the role has been published. It is available to consider if you think you might be interested.  You can contact me or Mike for more info.

Appendix B – NNC Report – Cllr Vicki Jessop
NNC Report from Cllr Vicki Jessop – May 26 
Cllr Graham Cheatley has been appointed as the council’s new Deputy Leader and will
Transport: 

	


Planned works are at the following link:  Planned works.

Earls Barton Deck replacement due to finish Friday 26 June 2026.

Community:

Our Customer Service outreach hubs are

designed to make support more

Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF)      Claim your Huggg Voucher | Huggg
Help with heating oil:     Heating Oil support | North Northamptonshire Council
Children: 
A Local SEND Reform Plan will be submitted to the Govt by the end of June to claim up to 90 per cent of the council’s historic High Needs‑related Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG).

We will share updates when the consultation opens, including how and where you can h

Adults: 

A joint Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Strategy has been approved across West and Northamptonshire Council over seen by a joint Board. 

Housing:

Housing Allocation Policy – an updated policy has been agreed which prioritises housing for North Northamptonshire care leavers and for those unlikely to ever get housing, advice and support will be given to help them with find alternative housing solutions rather than wait on the housing list.  

I have asked the question about helping local people still being offered preference to their local community – I will update when I get a response.

An Empty Homes Policy has been approved. 
Environment: 
An up to date Enforcement policy has been agreed which will bring the policy up to date with the law and sets out how enforcements will be dealt with across planning, waste, including fly tipping. 
Ward Empowerment Funding The fund has been withdrawn. The funding for the Earls Barton Ward has been completely used in 25/26. 
Consultation on a new masterplan for Wellingborough Town Centre
Have your say on the Future of Wellingborough Town Centre - North Northamptonshire Council - Citizen Space
A new local plan consultation has been launched.

North Northamptonshire Local Plan - Scoping Consultation - North Northamptonshire Council - Citizen Space
A play area strategy consultation has commenced. 

Play Area Strategy - have your say - North Northamptonshire Council - Citizen Space
Other consultations can be found at:

North Northamptonshire Council - Citizen Space
Service Requests: 

I am advised that using the online service request tools such as HORT North Northamptonshire Council FixMyStreet for Highways will be resolved faster if they are reported directly rather than via the Councillor and the Members enquiry system.   

Raising a service request through the Members enquiry system delays the matter being dealt with as Members enquiries go to staff who often do not deal with service requests, adding additional administration in getting them to the right place to be recorded and responded to.  

Where constituents need extra support, I can raise a request through the members system.

I will keep you updated on NNC matters and any queries on the above or council services contact myself vicki.jessop@northnorthants.gov.uk or my colleague Cllr Scott Brown scott.brown@northnorthants.gov.uk
Appendix C – Town Estate Charity Report – David Callis

Appendix D – Sarah Kinloch Report – Tim Graham

To be provided
Appendix E - All Saints Church Report – Rev Katrina Hutchins
Looking back over the past twelve months, there is so much to celebrate and so many people to thank for their contributions to church and village life.  Here are some of the 2025/6 highlights.

· On Sunday mornings, we have Richard Ellis playing the church organ.  He is such a blessing to our church services.  Also, Janet Atkinson comes to lead our singing when she is available.  She has such a stunning voice.  On special occasions, singers from the village and church come together to form a choirette, such as at Carol Service.  We are so blessed as a village.

· It has been a joy to host a service in church for our village school at the end of each big term, and to welcome parents and families to these services.  The principal – Rae Green – with staff and children join us at the War Memorial for the annual 11am Armistice Day Act of Remembrance and to lay handmade wreaths.  It is always a delight to go into school to lead collective worship, to assist with RE classes, to tidy and organise the school library and to represent the church and the village on the School Forum.  Thank you for your support for the school’s May Day Fete.

· As a PCC, we have pledged to do all that we can to reduce our carbon footprint, improve the bio-diversity in our churchyard, and take better care of God’s creation.  You’ll see that we already have at least one special wildflower at All Saints - the meadow saxifrage.  We have swift nesting boxes and callers in the bell, nesting boxes on two of our trees, bird feeders, a stone cairn, and kerbed graves planted with pollinators.  We continue to maintain our Bronze Eco Church Award.

· We had a beautiful nature walk from church to the little woods outside of the village earlier this month.  A dozen of us enjoyed the conversation on way to and from seeing the bluebells.  It is great to be out in the beauty of God’s creation.

· Our Mears Ashby and All Saints Streetmeals team is about to start its third year of serving food and hot drinks to the vulnerable and homeless.  Every Thursday evening, you will find volunteers from the team at the Daylight Centre in Wellingborough, 7.30pm to 8pm, serving all who come in search of feeding and fellowship.  Bless you for all that you have given over the past twelve months.  We also continue to support the Daylight Centre’s foodbank through donations and through volunteering.  Thanks to your donations we were able to give a gift to everyone attending the centre’s Christmas Day lunch.

As a Church, in 2025, we were able to cover all of our costs and ended the year with a surplus of £410.  In January 2026, we received our architect’s inspection report.  Kate Payne, James Bellamy and I have worked through his recommendations.  Many are jobs we already had in hand.  Our priorities are – repairs to the lead roofing, assessing eco-church heating options (when our boiler comes to the end of its life) and exploring how to preserve the doom painting whilst caring for our bats.  There are also some stonework repairs and pointing to be done in the 12 – 24 months.  All in all, our church is in a good condition.  This is thanks to all the love and care it has received over the years.

Thank you to everyone who has supported the church over the past twelve months, through regular and one-off giving, helping with the various jobs - mowing and tidying the churchyard, cleaning the church, opening the church and providing flowers, winding the church clock and ringing our glorious bells, changing the altar frontals, and sorting various minor repairs.  Thank you!  Thank you to the village groups who helped to fund the village clock and the cleaning of the village’s War Memorial.  Thank you too to the PCC members who have done so much in church and behind the scenes - James Bellamy, David Callis, Helen Downey, Richard and Alison Gray (who moved away in August 2025), Martin Hancock and Kate Payne.  Thank you to the Coffee Morning team and Century Club members for your support for All Saints Church.  Finally, thank you to Helen Downey for designing the Lord’s Prayer space with me.  We installed them for a week in September 2025.  Helen has joined me as a representative on Wellingborough Deanery Synod.  It is a place where we can learn from local churches and share our experiences.

And bless you my friends and neighbours.  It is a delight to be your vicar and part of village life.  I live here as one who serves with love.  I feel supported by your love.

May God bless us all over the next twelve months.

Appendix F - MEARS ASHBY VILLAGE HALL – John Evans
Usage
· The hall has been well used through the year with overall bookings approximately 10% ahead of prior year.

· The three main users, namely,  Wednesday Table Tennis, Thursday Table Tennis and Nina’s pilates make up 45% of revenue (last year the top three accounted for 54% of revenue), showing an increasingly more diverse use of the hall.

· The Hall does not charge Village children for the use of the hall and it is pleasing that an increasing number of children are using the hall for dance and parties. 

· In view of the negative impact of the potential solar farm the hall has been made freely available to Stop Solar and Stop Solar fund raising activites.

Improvements/Maintenance

· The inner hall / cloakroom has been redecorated in keeping with the main hall colour scheme.

· One boiler has been removed and replaced with seven infrared heaters.

· The water heater in the kitchen has been replaced.

· Work on creating a Village Hall website is in progress and it is planned to introduce this in 2026.

Finances

· For 2025 we delivered a surplus of £3,053.

· The only capital expenditure in the year was £560 for the redecoration of the coats area. Thank you to Laura Cooper for organising this.

· The net effect is that available funds at December 31, 2025 amounted to £11,453.

· We are budgeting an operating surplus of £1,300 for 2026 with capital expenditure of £7,200 (£6,000 of which relates to replacing the main hall heating with the seven infrared heaters) and grants of £3,000. Budgeted funds at December 31, 2026 are £8,553, a very healthy position.

I would like to finish with some thanks. To Barrie Macey for managing the bookings, preparing the finances and generally offering much needed help. To John Stamp for taking the meetings minutes and to Gigaclear who continue to provide 100 mbp wifi at no cost.

To all the committee members and all those who have contributed to the village hall over the past year and in particular James Bellamy who has once again agreed to examine our accounts.

Appendix G - The Mears Ashby Society Report – Monika Spademan
We are a voluntary society who with the help of village members’ annual contributions and several yearly fund raising events,  maintain, and where possible,  enhance the environs and amenities of Mears Ashby. It is worth noting that next year the Mears Ashby Society will have been maintaining the village for 20 years! 

This year the village looked particular stunning with a show of daffodils that were the best display yet.  Unfortunately, this was not the case with the cherry trees.  Some are failing but I am told that they do take a few years to establish but the particularly dry and hot past two summers have not helped!   The MAS will be addressing this.

The MAS continued to maintain the North Street Garden, restock  and maintain the 9  village planters,  prune and tidy the hedge surrounding the village cricket field, clear and tidy Gravel Lane and overhanging branches on North Street, remove and tidy  the accumulated leaves behind the village hall. 

Some of the very first planters are rotting and are in the process of  being replaced with planters that require no maintenance  and will last for years. Expensive but well worth it.

The social events that have been arranged for this year are the  fish and chip supper and  quiz evening, the MAS AGM and Social, and the Village Show.  These are all organised to raise money for the maintenance of the village. We also organised  an outing for the village children to have a Santa Experience at Beckworth’s last year and hope to repeat it again this year. We have a very active and supportive committee who work extremely hard to organise these events.

MAS will continue to maintain the village  for as long as we are able but we are an aging committee and it is particular difficult to recruit younger members who want to take on the responsibility or have the passion to carry on the work.  


Appendix H – Village Life Report – Pat Hall Editor

Village Life magazine has been running since 2010 and is in a healthy financial position.

173 hard copies and 28 electronic copies are produced bimonthly.

Out of the 202 houses in Mears Ashby, 132 subscribe (65%)

In Hardwick, out of 47 houses, 33 subscribe (77%)

Many hard and electronic copies are sent to people outside the villages, including our MP, Stuart Andrew. The magazine runs very smoothly, because of the team who carry out their individual responsibilities with great efficiency. As editor, I wish to thank them all for helping to create such a great magazine.


Appendix I – Stop Green Hill Solar – Nick Frampton


To be Provided
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