MEARS ASHBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk




 MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, VICARAGE LANE ON MONDAY 8 JUNE 2026 AT 7:30PM

	In Attendance: Cllr V Smith, Cllr T Graham, Cllr E Leaf, Cllr T Barnard, Cllr O Cooper, Cllr K Price
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, 



	166/26 – Opening Procedures
a) Apologies for Absence 
b) Declaration of Interests from members
c) Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 11 May 2026. 
	a) Apologies were received from Cllr S Jeffery, NNC Cllrs V Jessop & S Brown.
b) There were no declaration of Interests relating to agenda items.
c) The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Monday 11 May 2026 were APPROVED.

	167/26 – Public Time 
a) To receive comments from members of the public
	There were no members of the public present.

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. Limited to 20 minutes. 
Individual contributions limited to 3 minutes

	168/26 – To receive Following Reports 
a) North Northampton Council Report
b) Police/Police Liaison Report
	a) The meeting was referred to the report received from NNC Cllr Jessop previously circulated (appendix A) ACTION to seek a response from Cllr Jessop on Church Walk ownership?
b) The meeting was referred to the Police crime report for May. One x Theft and one x Criminal Damage (Sywell Country Park)

	169/26 – To receive the Parish Clerk Report
a) To Consider and determine Council Action Plan 2026-2027
b) To consider long-term storage of historic parish council documents 
	a) The meeting was referred to the draft Council Action Plan previously circulated which was which, subject to typo was APPROVED.
b) The clerk advised that he was no longer able to continue to store all the previous years and inherited files and folders. ACTION Clerk to investigate alternative storage facility.

	170/26 – To consider planning matters.
a) to consider annual planning application report
b) To consider NNC Local Plan Event 
	a) 26/00940/HFULL/LBC -30 Wilby Road. The council had no comment to make subject to consideration and determination of the Conservation Officer. 26/01228/HFUL – 15 Vicarage Lane. No comment to make.  
b) The meeting was referred to the online scoping consultation regarding the NNC Local Plan. ACTION Councillors to forward comments to Clerk by Friday 12 June at latest. Clerk to forward draft response summary by Monday 15 June. ACTION Clerk to forward training details to all councillors.

	Annual Planning Report can be accessed at: https://www.mearsashby-pc.gov.uk/planning/

	171/26 – Financial Matters
a) To receive and approve current accounts to end of May 2026
b) To confirm payments to be authorised










c) To consider and determine Community Insurance Renewal
d) To consider and determine Cyber Insurance Renewal

	a) The accounts to the end of May 2026 were APPROVED with a balance of £21,624.52.
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED.
	Salix
	DD
	Loan Repayment 
	£633.48
	

	Parish Clerk
	T00414
	Salary 
	£372.36
	

	HMRC
	T00415
	PAYE
	£93.00
	

	edf
	DD
	Electricity
	£95.67
	

	Mowerman
	T00416
	Maintenance (2403)
	£250.00
	£50.00

	Gallagher Insurance
	T00417
	Community Insurance
	£1,235.78
	

	Valda Energy
	DD
	Electricity
	£95.70
	£4.60

	Virgin Money
	DD
	Bank Carges
	£10.10
	

	Amazon
	Cad
	Print Ink
	£14.99
	£2.50

	Parish Clerk
	T00418
	Expenses
	£68.88
	

	Gallagher Insurance
	T00419
	Cyber Insurance
	£367.36
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	total
	£3,237.32
	£57.10



c) The meeting was referred to the community insurance renewal details at £1,235.78 which was APPROVED.

d) The meeting was referred to the Cyber Insurance details at £367.36 which was APPROVED.


	172/26 – To receive correspondence and communications. 
	The meeting was referred to the invitation from NNC Highways for a walk-about on Monday 10 August from11.15 to 12.15. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Smith, Cllr Graham, and the clerk and would attend.

	173/26 – Data Reports from Speed Activated Sign   
a) Update on data downloading procedure and Reports
	a) Thanks were recorded to Richard Ahern from Great Houghton for his assistance in resolving the data download and reports from the SAS which was greatly appreciated by the council. Cllr Cooper advised the meeting that there was a need for the right type of laptop and software enabling downloading of data and production of reports which he hoped to soon resolve.

	174/26 – To consider Highways and Footpath matters

	See above minute (172/6) Highways Walk-About.
Concern was raised regarding the footpath across field to Sywell. ACTION Cllr Graham to report through street doctor

	175/26 – To consider village maintenance issues
a) Update on further maintenance of Tinkers Crescent verge
	The meeting was referred to the quote received from maintenance contractor for completing cut back of verge and to the correspondence from resident of Tinkers Close regarding verge/greenspace best practise. This matter to be DEFERRED until after the Highways Walk-About in order to seek opinion  from NNC Highways.
Concern was expressed regarding the oak tree on the Triangle Duchess End which appeared to be dying. ACTION Clerk to report to NNC 

	176/26 - To consider Environmental issues

	Cllr Smith provided an update online meeting speaker consultant advocate encouraging climate change action. Take a ‘good news story’ and publish it. ACTION Clerk to write to resident regarding CAN Champion 


	
Meeting Closed at: 8.35


Signature………………………………………………………			Dated……………………………………………..	



















Appendix A – NNC Cllr Vicki Jessop Report

NNC Report from Cllr Vicki Jessop – June 26 

Cllr Graham Cheatley has been appointed as the council’s new Deputy Leader and will
Transport: 
	


Planned works are at the following link:  Planned works.
Planning:
Local Plan: A new local plan for North Northamptonshire is being prepared to guide development and growth.  A consultation is underway until 1st July to gather views on what should be included in the Plan and how engagement should be undertaken.
Northamptonshire Local Plan, which will
guide development and growth across
North Northamptonshire Local Plan - Scoping Consultation - Details - Keyplan
Wellingborough Town Centre MasterPlan: 
Residents, businesses and stakeholders are being invited to help shape the future of the town through a public consultation which will run to Monday 15 June 2026.
Have your say on the Future of Wellingborough Town Centre - North Northamptonshire Council - Citizen Space
Environment: 
A new Enforcement policy has been put in place bringing the policy up to date with the law and setting out how enforcements will be dealt with across planning, waste, including fly tipping. 
Ward Empowerment Funding: The funding has been withdrawn for 26/27. It was completely spent in 25/26 for the Earls Barton Ward.
Consultations:
Play area strategy: Play Area Strategy - have your say - North Northamptonshire Council - Citizen Space

Other consultations can be found at: North Northamptonshire Council - Citizen Space

Service Requests: 
You can use this link to access online contacts: Top tasks | North Northamptonshire Council
Where constituents need extra support, I can raise a request through the members system.
I will keep you updated on NNC matters and any queries on the above or council services contact myself vicki.jessop@northnorthants.gov.uk or my colleague Cllr Scott Brown scott.brown@northnorthants.gov.uk








2	Sig.Init………………..


1   Sig.Init………………..             MINUTES OF THE  ORDINARY   PARISH COUNCIL   MEETING   H ELD  AT THE VILLAGE HALL, VICARAGE  LANE  ON  MONDAY  8   JUNE   2026   AT  7 :30 PM    

In Attendance:  Cllr V Smith, Cllr T Graham, Cllr E Leaf,  Cllr T Barnard, Cllr O Cooper, Cllr K Price  Also, in Attendance:  M Billingham Clerk,   

 

1 66 /2 6   –   Opening Procedures   a)   Apologies for Absence    b)   Declaration of Interests from members   c)   Approval of the Minutes of the  O rdinary   Parish Council Meeting held on  Monday 11  May   2026 .    a)   Apologies were received from  Cllr S Jeffery,  NNC  Cllrs V Jessop & S Brown.   b)   There were no declaration of Interests relating to  agenda  items.   c)   The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on  Monday 11 May 2026 were  APPROVED .  

1 67 /26   –   Public Time    a)   To receive comments from members of the public  There were n o members of the public present .  

Members of the public are invited to address the council. Limited to 20 minutes .     I ndividual contributions limited to 3 minutes  

1 68 /26  –   To receive Following  Reports    a)   North Northampton Council  Report   b)   Police/Police Liaison Report  a)   The meeting was referred to the report received from NNC Cllr  Jessop previously circulated (appendix A)   ACTION  to seek a  response  from Cllr Jessop  on Church Walk ownership?   b)   The meeting was referred to the Police crime report for May. One  x Theft and one x Criminal Damage (Sywell Country Park)  

1 69 /26   –   To receive the Parish Clerk  Report   a)   To Consider and de termine  Council Action Plan 2026 - 2027   b)   To consider long - term storage of  historic parish council documents   a)   The meeting was referred to the draft Council Action Plan  previously circulated which was  which, subject to typo was  APPROVED .   b)   The clerk advised that he was no longer able to continue to  store all the previous years and inherited files and folders.  ACTION   Clerk to investigate alternative storage facility.  

1 70 /26   –   To consider  planning matters.   a)   to consider annual  planning application  report   b)   To consider NNC  Local Plan Event   a)   26/00940/ H F ULL/LBC  - 30 Wilby Road. The council had no comment to make   subject to consideration and determination of the Conservation Officer .  26/01228/HFUL  –   15 Vicarage Lane.  No comment   to  make.       b)   The meeting was referred to the  online scoping   consultation regarding the  NNC Local Plan .  ACTION   Councillors to forward comments to Clerk by Friday  12 June at latest. Clerk to forward draft response summary by Monday 15  June.  ACTION  Clerk to forward training details to all councillors.  

Annual Planning Report can be accessed at :  https://www.mearsashby - pc.gov.uk/planning/  

1 71 /26  –   Financial Matters   a)   To receive and approve  current accounts to end  of  Ma y   2026   b)   To confirm payments to  be authorised                  a)   The accounts to the end of May 2026 were  APPROVED  with a balance  of  £21,624.52.   b)   The following payments were  AUTHORISED.  

Salix  DD  Loan Repayment   £633.48   

Parish Clerk  T00414  Salary   £372.36   

HMRC  T00415  PAYE  £93.00   

edf  DD  Electricity  £95.67   

Mowerman  T00416  Maintenance (2403)  £250.00  £50.00  

Gallagher Insurance  T00417  Community Insurance  £1,235.78   

Valda Energy  DD  Electricity  £95.70  £4.60  

Virgin Money  DD  Bank Carges  £10.10   

Amazon  Cad  Print Ink  £14.99  £2.50  

Parish Clerk  T00418  Expenses  £68.88   

Gallagher Insurance  T00419  Cyber Insurance  £367.36   
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